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(1) Frey B. and A. Stutzer (2001). What can Economists learn from happiness
research? University of Zurich. Working Paper Series No.80.
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THE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
BAHRAIN KINGDOM FROM 1999 - 2005
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the mareh of the political and democratic
shifts in Al Bahrain Kingdom during the period from 1999 from 2004 in an
attempt by the research to analyze the related realty and pivots of these

shifts .

Al Bahrain Kingdom has witnessed since 1999 democratic shifts
represented in the project of national reform that started from launching the
national convention which captured big popular consensus and paved the
way for conducting big changes in the structure of the kingdom that
resulted in the issuing of a new constitution for the country and updating
most of the laws and regulation in affect so to as to shift up the state into a
constitutional stage that releases the political freedoms and serves to
conduct parliamentary and municipal electors establishing constitutional
court, releasing the public challenges as well as allowing the civil
community institutions to practice their political and social role in the

kingdom which led to forming a new stage in the kingdom.
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The study came up with the following findings:

A committee has been set up for preparing and rafting the national
convention consisting of 46 members including political, social and
religions personalities representing all society slices in Bahrain the
national convention has been referred to referendum whereas people have

approved at the rate of (98.9%).
The study recommends the following:

- The debate and palpitate discussion on the political contact are
necessary in this stage and it's useful that system figures take part
in the running discussion so as to further relations and debates that

enrich the political area.

- Preparing the society to accept democracy, and making available
political conditions to make successful all the steps taken in the
related frame by paying attention to developing socio- economic
processes through awareness of the fact that political democracy
will be incomplete and away from stability and success unless it

has a strong and well — established base of socio — democracy.

- Necessity of expanding the political participation base in Al —
Bahrain society in a way that secure releasing all political freedoms
in the state, freedom of opinion and speech and supporting civil

society institutions
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